
 

75 High Street, Room 301 
Morgantown, WV 26505 
PH:  304-284-7540 
Fax: 304-284-4839 

 
 
December 7, 2004 
 
 
WEST VIRGINIA BULLETIN NO: WV360-5-8 
  
SUBJECT: PER - Basic Wetland Training Course 
  
Purpose: 
 

To inform employees of Basic Wetland Training Course. 

  
Expiration Date: This bulletin expires February 28, 2005 
 

Action Requested By:  January 28, 2005 
 
We are in the process of organizing the Basic Wetland Training Course 
(Regulatory IV) for West Virginia.  This course is required for all field 
personnel who work with or perform certifications for the National Food 
Security Act.  It is also important for all planners who work with 
landowners to be knowledgeable and familiar with wetland functions, 
values, rules, and regulations.  District Conservationists, Soil 
Conservationists, and Soil Scientists, or newly appointed District 
Conservationists who have not had the course should attend this training. 
 
This course will be a collaborative effort among NRCS, USEPA, USFWS, 
USACE, and WVDNR.  It will focus on recognizing and delineating wetlands 
using the US Army Corps of Engineers 1987 Manual.  Specifically, the 
course will address the identification of hydric soils, hydrophytic 
vegetation, and hydrology.  This is an intensive course with considerable 
field work. 
 
This course will run from Monday through Friday.  Tentatively a 
timeframe of sometime between May 9, and June 17, 2005 is desired at 
Lewisburg, WV at the Brier Inn.  A draft agenda is attached. 
 
You must send a request through your immediate supervisor and  
ASTC-FO.  After your supervisor and ASTC-FO concur, the request must 
be sent to Charlotte Wertz at the State Office by January 25, 2005. 
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The request will be sent to the State Conservationist, who will  
approve/disapprove all requests.  Those who were approved for training 
will be notified accordingly. 
 
NRCS will pay the registration fee for those approved. 
 
If you have questions or need additional information, please contact  
Charlotte Wertz at 304-284-7551 or Charlotte.Wertz@wv.usda.gov. 
 
 
 
LILLIAN V. WOODS 
State Conservationist 
 
 
Attachment:   Basic Wetland Identification Interagency Training Agenda 
 
 
DIST:  E 
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BASIC WETLAND IDENTIFICATION  INTERAGENCY TRAINING 
(REG IV) 

                   
Day 1 
 
 8:30 -  9:00  Introduction and Pre-Test 
    
Day 2 
 
 8:00 - 9:00  Basic Hydrology    
       
Day 1/Day 2 
 
 9:00 - 9:15  Introduction to Soils 
      - Objectives 
      - Definition of soil, limits 
      - Factors of soil formation 
      - Soil properties 
 
 9:15 -  9:30  Soil Color 
      - Munsell notation, gley page, hue,    
            value, chroma  
      - Mottle and redox feature documentation 
 
 9:30 - 10:15  Redoximorphic Features 
      - Depletions 
      - Concentrations 
      - Reduced Matrix 
 
 10:15 - 10:30  BREAK 
 
 10:30 - 10:45  Hydric Soil 
      - Definition  
      - Criteria 
 
 10:45 - 11:45  Field Indicators 
      - 1987 Manual 
      - Field Indicators of Hydric Soils in US  
      
 11:45 - 12:15  LUNCH 
 
 12:15 -  1:00  Soil Taxonomy 
      - Classification levels 
      - Interpreting formative elements 
      - Diagnostic horizons 
 
 1:00 -  1:30   Soil Survey 
      - Series 
      - Kinds of map units 
      - Inclusions 
      - Interpretation lists 
     - Water features 
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     - National hydric soil list 
     - County hydric soil map unit lists 
 
  1:30 -  1:50  BREAK - Report to Field 
 
  1:50 -  2:30  Texture Exercise (50% of class) 
 
  
  2:30 -  3:30  Soil Profile Description Demonstration  
     (50% of class) 
 
  3:30 -  4:30  Soil Profile Description - Practice #1  
     (25% of class) 
 
  4:30 -  5:00  Soil Profile Description - Practice #2 
     (25% of class) 
 
  5:00 - 5:15  Wrap-up 
 
 
Day 1/ Day 2 
 
 9:00 - 9:30  Introduction to Plant Identification 
 
     Collecting Materials 
     How to collect, What parts to collect,   
     Use of a plant press. 
 
 9:30 - 10:15  Identification Guides 
 
     Specific uses and reference list of field guides and 

botanical manuals, advantages/disadvantages of 
specific manuals and field guides vs. botanical 
manuals, integration information sources.    

 
 10:15 - 10:30 BREAK 
 
 10:30 - 12:00 Plant Morphology 
 
     Basic plant parts, concept of plant    
     families, leaves, flowers, fruits. 
    
 12:00 - 12:30 LUNCH 
 
 12:30 - 1:30  Concept of Hydrophytic Vegetation - 
 
     -Morphological adaptations, criterion 
     -Review and use of USFWS plant indicators   
     guide. 
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1:30 - 4:30  Plant Identification Field Exercise 
 
     -Key and Identify species in the field  
     using field guides & botanical manuals, 
     -Identify morphology discussed in lecture 
     and identify hydrophytic vegetation and  
      morphological adaptations. 
 
  
4:30 - 5:00   Wrap-up 
 
 
 
Day 3 
 
  8:00 -  8:45  Wetland Hydrology Lecture 
 
     Hydrology indicators, criterion, time of year 

inundation, seasonal considerations, review of 
recorded data, primary and secondary indicators, 
water budget, and other factors considered for 
determining wetland hydrology. 

  
  8:45 -  9:30  Offsite Determination Lecture 
     (doing your homework) 
 
     Introduction to important resource materials 
     available, i.e., geological maps, aerial photos,  
     and surveys. 
 
  9:30 - 10:15 Food Security Act  
     FSA Manual & Mapping Conventions 
     
 10:15 - 10:30 BREAK 
 
 10:30 - 11:30 Offsite Determination Exercise 
 
 11:30 - 12:30 On site determination using Routine Method   
     Wetland Identification Lecture 
     Simple, Complex, 50/20 Rule 
 
 12:30 - 1:00  LUNCH 
 
  1:00 - 4:30  Routine Method Field Exercise 
 
  4:30 - 5:00     Wrap-up    
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Day 4 
 
  8:00 -  9:00  Homework Discussion 
 
  9:00 -  9:45  Comprehensive Method  
    Wetland Delineation Lecture 
 
  9:45 - 10:30 Prevalence Index Lecture 
 
 10:30 - 10:45 BREAK 
 
 10:45 - 12:30 Atypical Situation Lecture 
     Problem and Disturbed Areas Discussions. 
 
 12:30 -  1:00 LUNCH 
 
  1:00 -  4:30  Delineation Exercise 
     Problem & Disturbed Exercise 
 
 4:30 - 5:00  Wrap-up 
 
 
Day 5 
 
  8:00 -  9:00  Review of Field Work and Questions 
 
  9:00 - 10:00 Test and Course Evaluation 
     
 10:00 - 10:15 BREAK 
 
 10:15 - 11:00 Wetland Functions & Values Lecture 
 
      Discussion of the types of wetland   

    Functions and values and their significance. 
 
 11:00 - 12:30 Review of Test & Wrap Up Discussion 
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